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Reading list

The following books may be a useful starting point for discussions around vocation and discipleship, whether with individuals, book groups or vocations groups. The Call Waiting website has a useful reading list (fiction and non-fiction) which can be found here: http://www.callwaiting.org.uk/reading-list.aspx  

General guidance for using books to facilitate discussion:

· Think about what themes and issues are of interest e.g. decision-making and discernment, hearing the call, doubt, courage, ministry, discipleship, leadership, service, community

· Choose a text you are familiar with and decide whether it is appropriate to use the whole text, a chapter or simply a short extract.

· Leave enough time for the individual or group to read the text, and offer some guidance for reflection while reading. 

· Use open-ended questions to draw out responses and reflections. The See-Judge-Act model may be useful: 
SEE: What is the text about? What is the main character or person like? How is vocation, discipleship or decision making portrayed or treated in the text?
JUDGE: What do you feel inspired by? What do you find challenging? What parallels do you find with your own experience? What questions arise from your reading? 
ACT: What does this mean for you and your exploration of vocation in its broadest sense? What do you want to do or explore next? 

Fiction 

Noughts and Crosses (series) by Malorie Blackman
Tells the story of several characters from two interlinked families with very different positions in society, and tackles themes of racism and prejudice and what it means to live courageously. 
A Week in December by Sebastian Faulkes
A week is a long time in a life, even more in a number of lives when they intersect, and, in that intersection, are made to think about what they are doing and why.

Schindler’s Ark by Thomas Keneally
Historical novel that tells the story of Oskar Schindler, a Nazi Party member, who turns into the unlikely hero. By the end of the war, Schindler has saved 1,200 Jews from concentration camps. 
Silence by Shusaku Endo
A Japanese Catholic, Endo tells the story of two seventeenth-century missionaries. 
So many ways to begin by Jon McGregor
A poetic story of ordinary lives. 
The Color Purple by Alice Walker
Celie, a young black woman in the American South, struggles to be in charge of her own destiny. 

The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood
Dystopian novel about a dissenting woman in an oppressive society. 

The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver
Novel about a missionary family who move from Georgia to the Belgian Congo. 
The Shack by William P Young
A grieving father’s encounter with the Trinity.

Charlotte Gray by Sebastian Faulkes
The account of a young woman involved in the French resistance during the Second World War. 


Biography & Autobiography 

Between a rock and a hard place by Aron Ralston 
Story of a mountaineer who survived a near-fatal accident through an act of courage. 

Desert Flower by Waris Dirie
One of 12 children of a Somali nomad family, Waris is now an international model, a UN spokeswoman on women’s rights and a campaigner against female genital mutilation (circumcision).
Echoing Silence: Thomas Merton on the Vocation of Writing ed. Robert Inchausti
Thomas Merton became a Trappist monk in 1941, leaving behind a promising literary career. This is a collection of Merton’s thoughts on writing as a spiritual calling and the role of the Christian writer in a secular society. 
John Wesley: A Biography by Stephen Tomkins
Tells the story of John Wesley's life, beginning with his childhood, his school and university career, and later his mission to Georgia and finally his "conversion" and mission to England. 

Now and Then: A Memoir of Vocation by Frederick Buechner 
The story of Beuchner’s time as a student at Union Theological Seminary, and then as a minister and teacher.  Concludes with his decision to make a living as a full time writer. 
Quiet Strength by Rosa Parks
The story of Rosa Park’s infamous stand against injustice and its lasting impact. 
Rabble-rouser for Peace: The Authorised Biography of Desmond Tutu by John Allen
Tells the story of how a boy from South Africa's poverty-stricken black townships became one of the world's best-known religious figures. 

Rush: The Making of a Climate Activist by Tamsin Omond
Tamsin’s journey from student to wannabe priest to poster girl for the green movement. 
Story of a Soul: The Autobiography of St Thérèse of Lisieux
Saint Thérèse was a French Carmelite nun. She died at the age of 24 and was canonised in 1925. Her spiritual memoir was published posthumously. 
The Irresistible Revolution: Living as an Ordinary Radical by Shane Claiborne
Shane lives in a poor community in North Philadelphia, living among the homeless, helping local children with homework, and "practicing resurrection" in the forgotten places of our world.
The Long Loneliness by Dorothy Day
The founder of the Catholic Worker Movement recounts her experiences as a young journalist, her conversion to Catholicism, and the circumstances that led to her political activism.    
Touching the void by Joe Simpson
An account of disaster and decision making during an ascent in the Peruvian Andes.

Spirituality & Theology 
(a more comprehensive list can be found on the Call Waiting website) 

Finding Sanctuary: Monastic steps for Everyday Life by Christopher Jamison
Practical steps for exploring spirituality and spiritual discipline. 

The Gospel of Falling down by Mark Townsend
Worried you’re not up to it? Concerned you’re not good enough to be a Christian? Then read this book. It’s a gem. 

Grain in Winter by Donald Eadie 
A collection of meditations for anyone facing change, transition and times of waiting. 

Hit the ground kneeling: seeing leadership differently by Stephen Cottrell 
Takes common statements about leadership and challenges them in the light of the Christian faith and Christian perspectives on leadership. 

Memories of Bliss by Jo Ind
Sensitive exploration of desire, sexuality and spirituality. 

Our Sound is Our Wound: Contemplative Listening to a Noisy World by Lucy Winkett
Listening to God and finding our own voice. 

Soil and Soul: people versus corporate power by Alistair McIntosh 
Part personal story of activism, part reflection on spirituality, ecology and community.

Struggling to be Holy by Judy Hirst
Reflections on everyday ‘holiness’ for ordinary people. 
The Cost of Discipleship by Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
Classic text in which Bonhoeffer spells out what he believes it means to follow Christ. 

The Meaning is in the Waiting by Paula Gooder
Reflections on the season of Advent and the theme of waiting. 
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