Darwin Trust PhD studentships October 2026 call for applications 

The Darwin Trust
The Darwin Trust of Edinburgh was established by Prof Kenneth (Ken) Murray in 1983 with the purpose of promoting education and research in the Natural Sciences and in particular Molecular Biology. The Darwin Trust awards four-year PhD studentships for research in the Biological and Biomedical Sciences to individuals who are not UK nationals. 
Student Eligibility
To be eligible for a studentship candidates must have received their first university degree (Bachelor’s degree or its equivalent, or Master's degree) less than five years before the closing date for the applications round to which they are applying. For the KCL Darwin Trust programme candidates must self-identify as being from a Black heritage background, including a mixed background, for example: Black African, Black Caribbean, Black Other, Mixed background (to include Black African, Black Caribbean or other Black backgrounds) and be resident on the continent of Africa at time of application. 
Programme Details 
KCL will admit one student to the programme in each academic year. Students will follow a 4-year standard entry PhD programme. Students will initially register as MPhil and then upgrade to PhD registration status following KCL academic regulations. Students will receive tuition fee and stipend for up to 4 years of registration. 

How to apply 
King’s College London accepts applications for the Darwin Trust PhD studentship awards up until 23:59 UK time on 30th  January 2026. Applications will be capped at 50 
Applications will open on the 15th December 2025. You will need the Award Scheme code, released on that date.
To apply, please follow the instructions below.
INSTRUCTIONS:
By the deadline of 23:59 UK time on 30th   January 2026, you MUST:
· Submit an application to King’s College London for a full-time MPhil/PhD degree programme with a 2026-27 start date (i.e., from 1 October 2026) using the King’s online admissions application system – King’s Apply
· Choose a project from the project catalogue – see PDF  - enter this project choice in the box that asks for project description and put the title on your personal statement. 
· Enter the correct funding code in your application:
· On the Funding section of your online King’s Admissions Application Form, tick the box at Item 5 (Award Scheme Code or Name).
· Award Scheme code: This will be available from the 15th December 2025 
· Important: Applicants who fail to input this exact code (the bit in bold) as instructed will not be identified during the admissions data extraction process and will therefore not be considered for the scholarship, so it is vital that you do this correctly! 
· Ensure that you have submitted all the required supporting documentation as part of your online Admissions application, to include:
· Official degree transcripts and certificates, including professional/university-made translations. 
· Proof of English language proficiency (see below for further guidance).*
· Two references 
· Most up to date CV 
· Personal statement – include rationale for the project you have picked 
* English Language Requirements: PLEASE NOTE: if you are currently studying a master’s degree in a majority English speaking country, such as the UK and USA, you may still be required to provide a valid English language test certificate by 14 January 2026. If you have previously taken an English language test, please upload your test certificate to your admissions application. Test results are valid if the test was taken within two years of the start date of your chosen programme.
For full guidance about Postgraduate English language entry requirements, please refer to the webpage at: https://www.kcl.ac.uk/study/postgraduate-taught/how-to-apply/entry-requirements/english-language-requirements.
For any queries relating to English language requirements, please contact the King’s Admissions Team via your online application.
NOTE: if you experience problems accessing an English Language test centre, King’s accepts online test options such as, such as the TOEFL Home Edition and IELTS (Online). NB: we currently are not accepting results from the Pearson Test of English (Academic) Online.
Important: The results turnaround time for some English tests is up to 10 working days, therefore, if you need to take a test, please plan accordingly.
PLEASE BE AWARE that material from your admissions application will be extracted and used as part of the assessment/selection process. As part of the standard admissions process, you may be contacted about missing material/documents so please ensure you log in to King's Apply regularly to check for any messages that the Admissions team send you, however this is not guaranteed, and it is your responsibility to ensure that all the relevant information and supporting materials are provided in time. Applications that are incomplete by the given deadline will not be considered.
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