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Funding eligibility
The project must adhere to core FoLSM Centre Award eligibility criteria, as detailed here:

· Substantially involve at least two FoLSM Schools with existing collaborations or the potential for new impactful collaborations.
· Collaboration with colleagues in a different Faculty or a KHP Trust can be considered but it is expected that FoLSM funds will be spent predominantly for FoLSM benefit (unless there is partnership funding available).
· Build on clearly recognisable existing strengths, although they may reshape a field of study to strengthen concepts and collaborations.
· Ideally bridge fundamental and clinical research
· Involve an area that aligns to potential large-scale external funding opportunities.

About the CARICE funding
We are keen to fund small pump-priming projects of up to £15k that are exploratory. This includes projects which may be high risk, with potential for a high reward and that cannot be covered from existing funded grants (or grants in the process of being reviewed).  
Two of the awarded projects should fall into one or more of the following themes – Biology of Ageing Resilience (Bio-AR), Lifestyles and Ageing Resilience (Life-AR), Environmental Stressors and Ageing Resilience (ES-AR), Innovations for Ageing Resilience (Innovate-AR). Another two projects should fall within the area of metabolic health and ageing resilience.
· Projects should have relevance to ageing resilience from cell to society.
· Projects which focus on impact or changes in either a) biological, social, physical indoor or outdoor environments, or b) healthcare and policy adaptation will be prioritised.
· Funded projects will cover consumables, facility charges or small equipment indispensable for the project, personnel costs for early career research staff are allowed where personnel are engaging in new collaborations for the project but should not entail new recruitment of staff. 
· Each project should have a main applicant and at least one co-applicant. The main applicant needs to be in a FoLSM faculty, although could be an early career researcher. There is no limit to the number of co-applicants that can be included in a project. Co-applicants can be from outside FoLSM. 
· Projects where at least one applicant is an early career scientist will be particularly prioritised. 
· Projects describing new collaborations will also be prioritised. 
· Deadline for the first round of applications is 26 January 2026.

For specific queries about the above please refer to: victoria.vazquez@kcl.ac.uk
Email your completed application to by 09:00 on 26 January 2026 to:
Victoria.Vazquez@kcl.ac.uk

Main Applicant Details (point of contact for all communications)
	Name:
	

	School/Department/Group/Centre:
	

	Email:
	



Co-Applicant Details Please copy and paste for additional Co-Is
	Name(s):
	

	School/Department/Group/Centre:
	

	Email(s):
	



Project Details
	Title of project:
	

	Start date/End date: 
	

	Duration (in months):
	

	Total amount requested: 
max £15,000
	

	Which themes does this project fall in?
Biology of Ageing Resilience (Bio-AR)
Lifestyles and Ageing Resilience (Life-AR
Environmental Stressors and Ageing Resilience (ES-AR)
Innovations for Ageing Resilience (Innovate-AR)
Metabolic Health 

	

	How the bid creates new synergies/ multi-disciplinary collaborations across research groups and departments (max 100 words)

	

	Role of early-career researchers in the project (max 50 words)
	

	Why is pump-priming support rather than other conventional funding sources appropriate for the project?
(max 100 words)
	



	Bid description (max 700 words) Please cover the following:
· Research question 
· Methodology
· Added value of the collaboration

	






	Key objectives and deliverables

	




	Up to 5 recent key publications from PIs that are relevant to this project

	



	Current relevant major funding support and detail any overlap with this project

	



Non-pay costs breakdown (add extra lines as necessary)
	Type
	Details
	Justification
	Total

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



Quotes
Please attach to your application quotes for any equipment or consumables over £5000.



I declare that the information provided is true and accurate. If the application is successful, I agree to accept responsibility for the day-to-day running of the grant and will abide by the funding rules (as detailed below). 
I confirm that all co-investigators and partners listed have agreed to be part of this proposal.

	Main Applicant

	

	Date

	

	Signature

	




IF AWARDED…
· You will be expected to update on achieved milestones regularly throughout the award and complete an end of pump-prime report at the end of the grant. You should update the centre on any follow-up funding arising directly or indirectly from the award.
· Unspent money at the end of the grant will need to be returned on the final date of the award. The code will be closing within 1 month of the end date to allow all the PO to be paid. No journal transfers will be allowed after the end date.
· Any deviation from the project plan presented here must be discussed and agreed in advance.
· Any media, comms or publications arising from this project should be shared with the CARICE management team for review and sign-off via victoria.vazquez@kcl.ac.uk
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